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WEINSTEIN
The Jeweler’s Daughter
finds inspiration
everywhere she looks
by cindi r. maciolek
photography by jim k. decker

A

s Tower of Jewels
celebrates 50 years in
business, Polly Weinstein
sets out to make her mark on the
family jewel – and more.
Not many of us can say we
played among finely crafted
jewelry as a child, or honestly,
ever, but Polly Weinstein had an
impressionable upbringing that led
her down a circuitous path all the
way back home.
“I was in a crib in the vault until
I was three years old but I didn’t
realize what was going on around
me,” said Polly, the youngest of six
children born to Jack and Nancy
Weinstein. “I came to Tower every
day as a kid but jewelry didn’t make
an impact on me until much later.
I have photos of myself dancing
and doing cartwheels between the
showcases. I even had my own
room with a TV and coloring books
at the store.”
In spite of being surrounded by
some of the most gorgeous gems
money could buy, Polly wasn’t sure
the jewelry business was for her.
“I rebelled as a kid, wearing
plastic and Lucite jewelry but my dad
asked me to take it off. I also studied
dance. I was a competitive dancer,
practicing six days a week. When I
left for college at Sarah Lawrence,
I wanted to write a novel but that
just wasn’t for me. After a year, I
changed my college concentration
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to sculpture. For the first time in my life, I
took something from concept in my head to
creation. I discovered the process of knowing
you’re going to make something then turn it
into a product. I had a real aha moment.”
But the road to accepting her fate had a
little help from a friend.
“Going into the family business is a
big decision and I wasn’t sure it was what
I wanted to do. It’s a lot of pressure but
pressure builds diamonds. My last semester
at Sarah Lawrence, I was constantly in the
studio sculpting. A professor suggested I
carve jewelry waxes. I carved four of them in
my now signature designs -- an ampersand,
an elephant key, a shield, and peace fingers -and sent them to my family to cast in bronze
so I could give them as graduation gifts to my
classmates in May. Well, the jewelry show
is in Las Vegas in June and my dad told me
to take those pieces, set them with CZs and
bring them to the show. Voila! Like that, I
was in the jewelry business!
“Although it’s hard for me to imagine
doing anything differently now, when I
first became a jewelry designer it was more
a process of sketching and tossing until I
thought I got it right. However, I felt that if I
want to design jewelry, I had to see jewelry in
the things around me and it wasn’t happening.
“At the time, I was staying at an apartment
in the Ogden and I looked out the window
at the Plaza Hotel. I saw the cascading lights
and for the first time I realized those were
earrings. I finally had another aha moment.
When I looked out to the lights of the Strip, I
decided my next collection would be inspired
by Vegas.
“In my Smoke and Mirrors collection, I
wanted to tie in the era of when my parents
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first came to Vegas. The Stardust pieces were
directly inspired by the Stardust Hotel. The
Golden Nugget marquise ring was from the
1960s. Once I started looking at old hotel
signs, I was very clearly seeing jewelry,” Polly
said of her jewelry which can be viewed at
www.thejewelersdaughter.com. “I also have
a New York collection and an upcoming
Americana collection inspired by a road trip
from New York to Las Vegas, set to debut in
the late spring.”
In addition, the Tower of Jewels has a
massive archive of jewelry waxes collected
over 30+ years that Polly uses for inspiration.
“When I’m feeling bogged down, I just
go into the archives, find things I like and
make something new. I’m a really passionate
maker. I could be happy being a silversmith.
We manufacture everything in the store
and my aesthetic is influenced by that. It’s a
juxtaposition of industrial utilitarian style and
old-school glamour.”
The legendary Jack Weinstein is definitely
a proud papa when it comes to Polly.
“Most of the time, the kids don’t want
the family business which is sad because
we spent so many years building it,” he
explained. “We have over 200,000 clients.
We’re manufacturers, not just dealers, so we
make something no one else has and we do it
daily. We even have two patents for cutting
diamonds.
“We’re blessed in that Polly and her
brothers, Joey and Sean, are good kids and
now run the business together. It gives me
tremendous pleasure to have them continue it.
Polly’s not only smart but ethical and honest
and interested in the community and people.
We built the Tower of Jewels based on ethics
and honesty and being part of community.
It could easily last 100 years because they’re
young enough to do it.”
“My dad is a really powerful force and
taught me many things, most of all a strong
work ethic,” said Polly. “He told me if I want
to win the ballgame, I have to play ball. Also,
to be true to myself, have significant integrity
and stand behind that always. My dad does
what he says he’s going to do and does
business on a handshake.”
Clients clearly love connecting with Polly,
creating that all-important personal keepsake.
“After my grandmother passed away,
I wanted a piece of jewelry to remember
her,” said Jeanette Schneider. “I reached out
to Polly and we had a really cool experience

designing a necklace. I talked her through
what I wanted to accomplish, that it had to
be simple and I wanted a green stone. Polly
had a green onyx teardrop and she designed
a necklace fixed on a chain that sits right in
my collarbone. It wasn’t supposed to be a
statement piece but I get a lot of compliments
when I wear it.
“Polly had this design sketched in about
an-hour-and-a-half and I had the necklace
within three weeks. She’s very aware of
the person and how they wear jewelry,”
continued Schneider. “The teardrop has
become a very positive emotional piece
that reminds me of a final conversation
I had with my grandmother before she
passed. She told me not to worry about the
big things but to pay attention to the little
things and to love people. I think jewelry
should tell a story.”
Polly also has a strong philanthropic
side, supporting several causes and working
on a pet project in her spare time.
“I’m very passionate about the Jewish
Federation and I have some thoughts about
creating a Judaica collection. I’m super
passionate about supporting Keep Memory
Alive and the Lou Ruvo Center for Brain
Health,” revealed Polly.
“My side project is Neon Bazaar which
focuses on helping Las Vegas shop locally.
I think local retail is a big reflection of
the community and I want to help small
retailers stay in business the way my dad
has. There’s a significant rise in the number
of people wanting to shop local, and here in
Las Vegas we don’t have a shopping district
of local retailers. When shopping local, 60
percent of that revenue stays in town versus
30 percent with major brands or nothing at all
when you shop online. Neon Bazaar right now
is an annual event following Black Friday, but
I hope to find more ways to support the local
retail community,” she said.
“My family has an established,
wonderful business and I love designing
collections and being creative,” said Polly.
“I’ll keep doing that but it’s also important
for me to be part of this awesome legacy. I
don’t know why I was resisting.
“People all over the world love beautiful
sparkly things at good value. Every day is
different and you get to be an important
part of people’s lives, creating pieces that
will stand the test of time. I couldn’t ask for
a better job.” q

STERLING RIDGE

TUSCAN CLIFFS

STERLING RIDGE

SERENITY RIDGE

TUSCAN CLIFFS

LYON ESTATES

THE GRAND COLLECTION
Contemporary Architecture
The Ridges in Summerlin
3,546 to 4,180 Sq. Ft.
Up to 4 Bedrooms
Up to 4 1/2 Baths
From the Mid $800’s
702-522-9310

Single Story Luxury Homes
Northwest Las Vegas
3,032 to 4,000 Sq. Ft.
Up to 5 Bedrooms
Up to 3 1/2 Baths
Estate Sized Homesites
Gated Community
Extensive Floor Plan Variations
From the High $400’s
702-778-6676

Tuscan Inspired Designs
Southern Highlands Master-Plan
4,256 to Nearly 5,000 Sq. Ft.
Up to 6 Bedrooms
Up to 6 1/2 Baths
Guard Gated Community
3-Car Garages (5-Car Options)
Numerous Room Options
From the Low $700’s
702-629-6118

Unveiling 3 New Floor Plans
All Single Story Luxury
Northwest Las Vegas
2,639 to 4,440 Sq. Ft.
Up to 5 Bedrooms
Up to 4 1/2 Baths
Estate Sized Homesites
Extensive Floor Plan Variations
Silver Nugget Award Winner
From the Low $400’s
702-476-6119

For community location and driving
directions visit www.lyonhomes.com
*William Lyon Homes reserves all rights to modify or
change prices, specifications or incentives at any time.

