WITH A SHOP GIRL, SOPRANO SONGSTRESS FROM PHANTOM,
AND TELEGENIC TV CORRESPONDENT

by cindi r . maciolek

W

hat do a homegrown boutique owner, a soprano songstress, and an
entertainment correspondent for “Extra” have in common? They’ve all
taken a deep breath, thrown open the doors to their closets and shared their
deepest, darkest wardrobe mysteries with us.
From stilettos to hobos, our chosen ones have it all. Quick! Let’s sneak a peek before
they change their minds!
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MELISSA AKKAWAY
Owner, Beckley Boutique, The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas

How would you describe your style?
I don’t have one particular style. It’s
always reflective of my mood -- funky,
classic, feminine, sexy. It also depends on
what I’m doing. If I’m traveling, spending
the day with my son or going to work -- my
clothes will reflect that.
Who are your favorite designers?
I love The Row and Elizabeth and James. For
the high-end, Chanel is iconic, classic, gorgeous!
I wear Mother Denim and Helmut Lang,Theory
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and Nation t-shirts. I’m very eclectic. I love
Australian designers like Camilla and Marc. My
personal favorites are a lot like those in my stores
-- mixed between the known and unknown
brands. I don’t want to alienate anyone so I carry
price points from $50-$1,500.
Do you have any favorite stores?
Opening Ceremony in LA and NY, Curve,
Scoop, Neiman Marcus, Barneys. I particularly
love little boutiques like my stores where you
get a little bit of everything.

What’s the most sentimental item in
your closet?
Oh, that’s so hard to choose. I’d have to say
anything from my grandmother who is 95 years
old. In fact, I named my boutiques after her!
It’s actually her maiden name. I have a diamond
necklace from her I wore on my wedding day.
The fur jacket and vest are from my mom,
Linda.They’re monogrammed with her name.
It’s so cool!
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?
I’d say my old Halloween costumes. I love
Halloween and I can’t part with any of the old
costumes even though I get a new one every
year. I have Wonder Woman, Madonna and a
geisha, among others.
How would someone describe the
person who lives in this closet?
She’s very organized, has way too many shoes
and handbags, and is someone who loves fashion.
That’s why I’m in the business. I love wearing
new clothes and discovering new designers. It’s
also very rewarding to rework old items and
make them come alive again. I rarely get rid of
anything, but I definitely try to rework it.
If you could trade closets with anyone…
Sarah Jessica Parker. She has amazing style!
What’s your go-to outfit?
I wear a lot of denim, flats, and a great
white button-down or a t-shirt.
For evening, I love my black leather leggings
with heels or boots. I can dress them up or down.
For work, I’d say denim with either heels
or boots and a blazer or jacket.
Talk to me about your shoes.
I love Louboutin and Miu Miu. They make
great shoes! I also like Camilla Skovgaard. She’s
a London-based shoe designer. Her shoes are
very sexy and cool at a nice price point. Pour
La Victoire is a brand we carry in the store.
It’s a great shoe at a great price. I have a really
narrow foot and I’m open to any style. If I love
them and they fit, I usually buy them.
What about handbags?
I change bags all the time. If I’ve used it for
two weeks, it’s time for a new one. I use different
bags for different purposes. I just got a black
Hermès Birkin bag for Christmas. I love the
Goyard bags and totes. They go with everything
and work well when I’m with my son.
For everyday, I love clutches, particularly
Lauren Merkin.
Chanel, of course, is classic and I have a
variety of styles.
(Continued on page 92)
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How would you describe your style?
I’m usually very casual but I like to be put
together, so I’d call it classic with a Bohemian
edge. I stick to simple clothes, usually blacks
and greys, but add color in my accessories.
I’m drawn to unusual shades like a rusty burnt
orange, pale nude, and eggplant. I wouldn’t
wear purple, but eggplant – yes!
Who are your favorite designers?
I love Diane von Furstenberg, particularly
her dresses and sunglasses. I used to shop a
lot at fun, inexpensive retailers, but now
I prefer to buy something classic that will
last. For jeans, I wear Lucky brand. BCBG
is my first stop for formal wear. If I had an
unlimited budget, I’d love to wear Vera Wang
or Marchesa.
Do you have any favorite stores?
I recently found a simple black strapless
party dress at White House Black Market.
Nothing beats a LBD with a good silhouette. I
bought a huge belt at Express to go with it and
I love it! I’ve worn it so many times. I needed
a dress for another event and I went back and
bought the same dress in a different color on
sale for $40.
Nordstrom Rack is really my go-to place
for bargains, especially handbags and jackets. I
bought a gorgeous grey leather jacket there. It
was originally $700 and I paid $98.
What’s the most sentimental item in
your closet?
I have this beautiful gold bracelet from my
mom with charms she’s collected throughout
her life, including a silhouette with my name
and birth date. It’s great to look through her
different memories and add my own as well.
I’m searching for the exact same silhouette
charm for my daughter.
This rust color dress is very sentimental,
too. It’s a Max Azria and I tried it on while
shopping with my husband in New York a
few years ago. He went back and bought it
for me the next day. Very sweet. I wore it
for the Phantom opening night gala here in
Las Vegas.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?
That’s easy! That would be my miniature
black top hat. My wonderfully crazy friend,
Sarah Lowe, had her bachelorette party at
“Absinthe” and we all dressed in vintage
circus attire. The movie “Water for Elephants”
inspired me and I had a dress similar to what
Reese Witherspoon wore in the movie, but
it didn’t really say circus. So, I went to Star

KRISTEN HERTZENBERG
Plays Christine in “Phantom: The Las Vegas Spectacular”

Costume and bought the top hat.
How would someone describe the
person who lives in this closet?
Sentimental, organized, and a shoe and bag
lover. I can be a bit frazzled in other parts of my
life, so I like my closet to be orderly.
The Easter basket in the corner is a telltale
sign that I’m a mother. It’s the same basket I
used as a little girl. My mom made it and now
we use it for my daughter, Shea.
The fur stole belonged to my husband’s

grandmother. There’s a picture pinned to the
hanger of her wearing it to my husband’s parents’
wedding. Definitely a sentimental item!
If you could trade closets with anyone…
Oh, the closet Big gave Carrie in the “Sex
and the City” movie was pretty fabulous! I do
admire Jennifer Aniston. She’s never overthe-top, always simple and beautiful and the
clothes let her radiate. Her everyday clothes
are exactly what I would wear.
(Continued on page 92)
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ADRIANNA COSTA
Entertainment correspondent for “Extra”

How would you describe your style?
I’d say effortless, very casual and
comfortable, although I’m always in 10-inch
heels -- the higher the heel the closer to
heaven. And it always has a platform.
I’m a no-fuss kind of girl. Give me a
boyfriend t-shirt, sexy jeans and fab shoes!
For some women, more is more but it detracts
from me. I think it’s important that you wear
the clothes and not the other way around.
If you don’t feel comfortable in something,
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don’t try to rock it. Just because it’s trendy
doesn’t mean you should wear it.
I like to invest in good pieces and fill
in the rest with less expensive accessories
and staples.
Who are your favorite designers?
For the high-end, I love Matthew
Williamson. For formal wear, definitely
Reem Acra and Elie Saab. Chanel and Prada
have fabulous handbags. Gucci is great for
their angular, edgy look. For something more

affordable, I’m in love with JustFab.com. I
wear their shoes to death! And, they have
great handbags, accessories and jeans. I’ve
even become a style expert for them.
Do you have any favorite stores?
bebe is an absolute favorite. It’s affordable
but very current. You can feel like a star and
still afford rent at the end of the month, and
that’s not a bad thing. BCBG is also great for
me. No matter what I need, I know my size
and I can run in and pick it up easily. When
budget is not an object, Intermix is great,
Barneys is fabulous!
I subscribe to the age old rule of mixing
high-end with affordable, so I go to Forever 21
for staples like t-shirts and tanks.
What’s the most sentimental item in
your closet?
I have two lovely vintage Chanel purses
from my grandmother who at 85 years old
looks amazing and is still an exceptional
dresser! I remember when I was growing
up, I’d look in her closet and think she was
so cool. Her style is very eclectic, elegant
and classic.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?
In high school and college, that would
have been easy. I went through a very
rebellious period and used to duct tape my
clothes. I wore a lot of mesh and safety pins
-- very Goth rock n’ roll. But, nowadays -how about an official jury summons! Or…
maybe flats.
How would someone describe the
person who lives in this closet?
I think eclectic, petite, inspired. I have
a lot of different stuff. I don’t have just one
particular style. I have a very simple style but
I’m all over the place -- dresses, jeans, faux
fur. I’m really into solids and classics. I don’t
want to look at a photo of myself in five or 10
years and be mortified at what I’m wearing. I
think less is more.
If you could trade closets with anyone…
Kate Hudson. I love her style. She’s my
girl! I think she has great style and I love the
way she wears clothes. She has a very sexy way
about her. But, she wouldn’t want my closet!
What’s your go-to outfit?
That’s easy. Skinny J brand jeans, BCBG
nude suede ankle boots, a grey v-neck t-shirt
from Forever 21, and my black hooded leather
jacket from Q40. I like the ease and comfort
of jeans with a t-shirt and great heels.
(Continued on page 92)

