W I T H A N A D G AL, PIN UP GIRL & BUNGALOW BABE

by cindi r . maciolek

|

photography by jim k. decker

C

onfidentially speaking, it’s time to rummage through the closets
of some local ladies who have their style meter set to supersonic.
From a little Bungalow on West Charleston all the way up to the
Stratosphere, fashion is Las Vegas.
Grab a glass of wine and read on. And, many thanks to our three most
fabulous fashion-holics.
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What’s the most sentimental item in your closet?

It would have to be my Green Bay Packers
jersey. My family is diehard Packers fans. I’ve
worn the gear since I was born. My dad had a
high school friend who played for them.
I also have a Coach clutch that was the first
gift to me from my son. He saved up for it.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?

I have a gripper from Home Depot. It’s so
functional I don’t find it that odd. It helps me
to reach things in high places, like my hats.
I noticed a lot of peace signs around, even on
the dog.

I’m nuts for the peace sign! I have it in
jewelry, Christmas decorations, the dog collar,
tote bags. Its simplicity graphically is so cool.
How would someone describe the person
who lives in this closet?

She’s kind of all over the place, more
casual than dressy. I err on the side of casual.
I’m lucky enough in my line of work to be in a
young and creative environment, so I can dress
accordingly.
If you could trade closets with anyone, who
would that be?

I’d probably trade with Cate Blanchett.
She’s my fashion icon. She has such amazing
style! I love her!
What’s your go-to outfit?

For work, it’s business casual, so slacks and
a jacket. Sometimes, I’ll throw on a suit. I’m
not a dress girl.
I am a vest freak! I love the whole schoolboy
look. I have vests from Barneys and AllSaints,
among others.
For an event, I’ll wear a fancy skirt or a
long dress. I love BCBG for nighttime dresses
because they’re long enough for me, even with
heels. I’m 5’11” tall.

ELLEN CURTIS

Senior Vice President and Managing Director, SK+G Advertising

How would you describe your style?

Where are your favorite places to shop?

I’m classic with a little edge. I love tailored,
formal suits but I don’t like to look totally
tailored, so I’ll add something like a funky scarf
to take it out of the norm.

Definitely Neiman Marcus because of their
selection and their half yearly sale is spectacular.
As for boutiques, I’d say Vasari at Tivoli Village.
They’re always seeking out great new stuff. I’m
nuts for Anthropologie and their Made In Kind
partnerships. One of their recent partnerships was
with Tracy Reese for home and décor. They try
to focus on regionalizing their designer selections.
When I was in London, I found collaborations
with a number of British designers that weren’t
available in the U.S. I also like Target because they
have great fashion at better prices.

Who are your favorite designers or brands?

Currently, it’s Jason Wu and SkaistTaylor, which was part of the Neiman
Marcus-Target collaboration at the holidays.
For classic looks, I wear Calvin Klein and
Carolina Herrera. I’m totally open when it
comes to brands. If I see something I love,
I buy it.
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Tell us about your shoes.

I like big chunky heels and wedges. I don’t
do well on a stiletto. The older I get, the more
practical I get. I’m a slipper freak! When I get
home from work, I put them on. I love to
wear Toms to run errands. I also like Guiseppe
Zanotti, Tory Burch and Donald Pliner.
As for boots, I don’t have as many as I’d like.
I do enjoy wearing boots in the winter. For the
summer, flip flops are my favorite sandal. I’m in
them constantly.
I’m not a runner but I’m a fast walker, so I
have a number of athletic shoes. I take the dog on
the Pittman Wash trail. She’s a good motivator.
(Continued on page 56)

How would you describe your style?

I’d definitely describe it as quirky,
heavily influenced by the past. My favorite
era is the 1960s. I’m always looking for
really cool vintage clothing and I tend to
keep the retro pieces because they’re oneof-a-kind. I treasure my pieces that are
real. I just have to be careful because I want
a timeless vintage look. I don’t want to be
cheesy.
I also love the bouffant hairdo. I like big
hair that’s sleek but looks like a lion. In the
1960s, people looked like little dolls. Lana
Del Rey does the era so well.
Who are your favorite designers or brands?

In general, I’m not brand oriented.
However, I do have some favorites; of
course, Bettie Page and Modcloth. I also
love The Blonds. They design for everyone
from Lady Gaga to Katy Perry. I’ve never
seen anything like their store in New York.
They do a lot of corseting which works very
well with my style. In a corset, I can get my
waist down to 17 inches.
Where are your favorite places to shop?

I really have to browse for things that
will fit my body type, which is a bit curvier
and taller than will typically fit most vintage
clothing. So, I’m perpetually on the prowl,
although I’m not a big fan of shopping.
I’d say I shop four times of week. Some
of my current favorite stores are Electric
Lemonade, Gypsy Den, the antique mall
on Charleston, Sin City Pickers and Bad
Attitude corsets.
What’s the most sentimental item in your
closet?

I’d have to say my Power Ranger
earrings I got when I was doing promos for
Playboy in Australia. I became really close
to my driver who gave them to me. I’ve
had them for two years and for me that’s
a really long time to keep something in my
closet.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?

My fuzzy bunny slippers the artist
Olivia De Beradinis gave me after my first
image was published. They even came
with a brush! I wore them to my first
Playboy party.
How would someone describe the person
who lives in this closet?

She’s funky with a retro style. Going into
my closet is like going into a vintage shop or
a thrift store. There are treasures in here!

CLAIRE SINCLAIR

Star of “Pin Up” at the Stratosphere (opens Feb. 25), Playboy’s 2011 Playmate of the Year

If you could trade closets with anyone, who
would it be?

Dita von Teese. Her closet is insane! She’s
friends with Christian Louboutin so she has
every pair of shoes by him. If I could only know
her for a day…she keeps everything. She knows
the date and the event where she wore each
item. I’m more like a vagabond in comparison.
What’s your go-to outfit?

I don’t have one. I often buy what I wear
the same day. I aim for an Audrey Hepburn
or Priscilla Presley look from the mid-’60s, in
tights, ballet flats and a shirt.

Tell us about your shoes.

I love anything flat, although platforms
make your legs look fantastic. Dancer heels are
actually more authentic to the pin-up era, so I
have those as well.
What about jewelry?

I love vintage earrings. The starburst pattern
is very cool. It was popular because of the atomic
bomb testing at the time. I also like novelty stuff
like a kindergarten teacher would wear, and I
love mink accessories, including earrings.
(Continued on page 56)
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Who are your favorite designers and brands?

I love Rick Owens, Balenciaga, The Row,
and Marni. By Malene Birger is one of my
current favorites. She’s so easy to wear, a
perfect mix of sophistication and femininity.
There are a few young designers out there
who have caught my eye, including Band of
Outsiders, L’Agence and IRO. I think their
quality is genuine and they have an original
design sensibility. Also, their price point
matches their quality which is hard to find in
most contemporary collections these days,
as almost everything is made in China and
streamlined, definitely NOT what I am about.
Do you have any favorite stores – besides
your own, of course?

I love Heist in Venice, California, a luxe
bohemian paradise, as well as Colette in Paris
for all their gifty gadgets. My favorite New
York staples are Barneys for designer readyto-wear, Bergdorf Goodman for jewels and
cosmetics and Jeffrey for shoes. I’d be very
happy if I could just shop there and maybe even
live there the rest of my life!
What’s the most sentimental item in your
closet?

My mom bought me a Jennifer Fisher gold
necklace when my son, Jacob, was born, which
I wear every day. It reminds me of both her and
him and I feel it gives me strength. I also have a
couple of other items I cherish, like the Lanvin
mink collar I carried in my first store, and an
army surplus store jacket that one of my first
employees doctored for me in 2002. It’s still
one of my faves.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?

I have a pair of white riding boots. I love
them but I can never seem to make them work
with anything!

MEITAL BRONSTEIN

Owner of The Bungalow, www.thebungalowlv.com

Ummm…where’s your closet?

As a boutique owner, my shop is my
closet. I don’t carry anything in my store
that I wouldn’t wear myself because it’s
based on my personal style.
How would you describe your style?

A combination of New York City
monochromatic with Los Angeles laid back
sensibility. You’ll find me all in black, or
wearing a beat up t-shirt, jeans and flip flops,
and on a bad hair day, in pigtails and a Louis
Vuitton bandana. When I’m in New York, I
have to be ready for anything, from walking
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for blocks or standing on my feet for a long
time, but still look sharp and pulled together.
You need clothes that are protective but
non-fussy. If I have an awesome trench and a
black five-inch platform wedge boot on, I’m
good to go.
I like a clean look and add a few pieces for
each season that are high quality to mix and
match -- a great-fitting blazer, a good luxury
t-shirt under it and a riding pant. I want to
look smart and polished but not overly done.
I clean my closet every three months as I need
to feel that I’m constantly cleansing.

How would someone describe the person
who lives in this closet?

Someone who definitely loves vintage t-shirts
and fur and has a rock ‘n roll groupie fantasy. I
own a lot of fur pieces, from coats to shrugs to
vests. I do have some faux fur pieces as well. If
you buy vintage fur, you don’t feel as guilty.
If you could trade closets with anyone, who
would that be?

I love Gwyneth Paltrow’s style. Her
closet must be an immaculate collection. I
love her clean, unassuming sensibility, and
it’s never obvious who she’s wearing. I also
like Kate Hudson’s bohemian sex appeal.
(Continued on page 56)

