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Another key aspect of a visit is to learn more
about American Indian culture, a program
headed by Native American, Travis Jackson,
Jr., of Maskogee, Seminole and Cherokee
Quchan descent.
“There was actually a tribe, the White Knives,
that lived where the ranch is,” said Jackson, “but
they’ve been extinct for at least 200-300 years.
My goal is not to focus on any particular Indian
nation but to share the commonalities of the tribes
prior to their assimilation into Christianity, such
as the focus on the four directions of spirit, earth,
water and air. We’re all stewards of the land and
that’s why we’re out here trying to help protect
the horses, the land and all of God’s creatures.
“I want the experience to be educational but
fun. Western tribes use the drum – not fire – as a
centerpiece of ceremony, and we’ll be performing
some Native American powwow dances. We’ll
also offer storytelling inside the tepees.”
In addition to offering a unique experience
for visitors, Pickens is supportive of our nation’s
veterans as well.
“We look forward to offering returning vets a
chance to work with our ranch from May through
September. They are highly trained people, used to
working in the mountainous terrain of Afghanistan.
This is something fun and great where they can put
their skills to work in a very positive environment.
“We’re trying to be all encompassing, to be
educational, to be green and natural, but we’re
doing things in stages,” continued Pickens.
“Disneyland wasn’t built in one day. Our dream
and vision and tenacity will pull it off. We’ll be
one of the biggest tourist attractions in America.”
“Madeleine is the visionary and we’re the
ones making it happen,” said Nannini. “She’s
such a driven and determined person, it will be
great to see it come to fruition.”
“Everyone needs to come for a visit,” said
Jackson. “You’ve never seen the sky so bright out
there at the ranch. When the lights go out, it’s
nothing but stars. I’d forgotten how beautiful the
sky is. It makes you a healthier person to let go of
the present day and go back in time. You feel young
again. What drives me to be here is how well it
makes me feel.” q
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