With a Betsey Johnson devotee, a model of fashion,
and an “amazing” strip tease
by cindi r . maciolek
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t’s that time of year again -- a sparkly new season of the latest wool
coats, knee boots, patterned tights, and fur-trimmed cardigans is upon us.
Not only does the September issue of Luxury shepherd in the fall fashion
season, it is also time for us to once again stir up some closet envy.
In this edition of Closet Confidential we dig deep in the fashion-packed
recesses of our featured participants – Diane Boyle, Jaymes Vaughan and Cara
Clarke – who not only share with you their favorite fashion treasures, but
also a little bit about their personal style. Enjoy the read, with thanks to
our three fashionistas.

It’s a Michael Kors and I found it on sale at an
outlet store.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?

I have a friend from Denver, Rita Bass, who
is like a fairy godmother and sends me things
from her fabulous closet every now and then.
One time, she sent me a red fur muff.
Recently, I purchased this chicken handbag
from a new boutique at Caesars. I haven’t had a
chance to use it yet.
If you could trade closets with anyone, who
would that be?

My dear friend, Shane Tews, has a great
breadth of fabulous clothes. I love that she has a
Vegas section in her closet even though she lives
in Washington, D.C.
I also admire Kate Middleton’s style.
Talk to me about your shoes.

I don’t have a lot of shoes. I’m not a shoe
person, per se.
I have several Betsey Polly pumps. They’re
the most comfortable shoe for a high heel on the
planet. I wish I had more!
These Giuseppe Zanotti pumps were given
to me for my birthday so I could have a special
pair of shoes. They have tall, blingy heels.
What about handbags?

Cara Clarke
Senior Director of Communications, Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce

How would you describe your style?

During the day, I’m business conservative
but at night I try to embrace my Vegasness.
I like animal prints. In fact, I like prints
in general, with a healthy dose of sparkle. I
love Western shirts. My favorite brand is
Rockmount. It’s the original snap Western
shirt. I also own a vintage Sheplers suede
fringe jacket I bought at an antique store in
Westcliffe, Colorado.
Who are your favorite designers and brands?

I’d say mostly Betsey Johnson. It was a
very sad day when the Betsey stores closed.
During one of her visits to town she signed
a pair of my shoes! I didn’t have any Betsey
when I first moved to Las Vegas but my dear
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friend, Michele Jaffe, really taught me about
Vegas style and how fun it is.
I do own two Betsey crinolines that I wear
occasionally. I don’t want to overdo it and be
known as the Crinoline Girl. They’re fun and
they go under a few of my Betsey dresses.
I also like DVF, Missoni, Kate Spade and
Ann Taylor for suits. It’s hard to find cute suits.
Generally, they’re all business and no fun.
What’s the most sentimental item in your closet?

Of course, my wedding veil. It always sits
here on top of my owl piggy bank. Another is
this 89109 necklace given to me by a friend. It’s
the zip code for The Strip.
I wore this silver leather miniskirt on my
first trip to Las Vegas when I met my husband.

I have two fun fur bags from Rita, an Eiffel
Tower handbag I purchased in Denver, a silver
datebook clutch, a little black DKNY bag I
bought 15 years ago and a blingy bag a friend
brought me from Malaysia.
I have an Enid Collins wood box purse from
my mom. I remember going to church with her
when I was a young girl. She used to put stuff in
there to keep me occupied.
My great-grandmother gave me this metal
handbag for my first formal. I think it was my
junior year in high school.
What about your jewelry?

I’m all over the place. I like things that sparkle.
I own a number of Betsey Johnson necklaces.
I love the charms! My favorite one is the giraffe.
I bought two rhinestone dice necklaces from the
Mob Museum and I wear them together. I also
have a blingy “Love” necklace.
My grandmother sent me a box of her
earrings with a note telling me where they each
came from. The cuff bracelet from my wedding
was a gift from my mom. The vintage earrings
I’m wearing were hers, too.
What’s missing from your closet?

I’m really very happy with the clothes I
have. One item in particular I’d love is a classic
Chanel suit. They’re so beautiful!

How would you describe your style?

I’m very practical, based on my lifestyle.
I’m a mom. I work. I model. I generally don’t
have a lot of time to get ready, so I like a
classic style. I do like plaid and white buttondown shirts. I’m not much of a shopper, so
it’s important that I have clothes that are
timeless.
I worked in the fashion industry for 20
years and I lived in New York and Milan.
Neither city had a lot of closet space so I
learned not to keep anything. I purge on a
regular basis. If I have my staples and five or
six nice things that travel well, I’m happy.
What are your favorite designers or brands?

Brooks Brothers, Ralph Lauren, Diane
von Furstenberg, Tory Burch -- all of these
designers are classic but elegant, and practical
and timeless. If I’m in a fun mood, I’ll wear
some Roberto Cavalli.
My wedding gown by Richard Tyler was
one of the most beautiful I’d ever seen. I’ve
kept it and I try it on every now and then to
see if I’m the same size. If I’m not, I get to
work!
Tell me about your coats.

I own a significant amount of coats that
I keep in another closet. I have Brooks
Brothers, a Burberry trench, and my Juicy
Couture impulse buy -- a lime green jacket! I
tend to be understated and it’s a bit loud, but
I really like it. I don’t wear any fur.
How would someone describe the person
who lives in this closet?

OCD, linear, orderly. Someone who
co-mingles well with her significant other.
You’ll also see a lot of luggage, so definitely
a traveler.
If you could trade closets with anyone, who
would that be?

The Duchess of Cambridge. I love her
style. She’s understated but elegant and
classic.
What’s your go-to outfit?

My DVF wrap dresses. They are great for
any occasion. They’re suitable for a business
lunch. For a cocktail party, I just add a clutch
and scarf to dress it up.
Talk to me about your shoes.

A lot of times, I wear a black dress so I
like to have color in my shoes. I also like to
add a bit of sparkle. These J. Renee shoes
I call my Liberace shoes. I can be a bargain
hunter, so I own Enzo Angiolini and Aldo,
but I also have knee-high python Gucci

Diane BoylE

Marketing Director for Liquor Library, Mom and Model

boots, Burberry black and white boots, and
others from Saks.

daughter and I refer to as “my precious.”

What do you do for handbags?

I don’t have a jewelry box. Everything is
kept in the safe. I like my watches -- Cartier,
Rolex, Raymond Weil, Franck Muller.
I have a few pieces of Cartier jewelry,
Faberge, Kate Spade and Tiffany, my go-to.

I have quite a selection. Kate Spade,
Ralph Lauren, Gucci, Prada, some Louis
Vuitton and Roots, a Canadian store that
makes big leather bags I can just throw
everything into. For everyday, I use my
Louis Vuitton tote. Evening clutches are
mostly Judith Leiber and Ralph Lauren. I can
wear a plain black dress to an event and dress
it up with a fabulous clutch.
I own a Hermes Birkin bag that my

Do you wear any jewelry?

What’s missing from your closet?

I’m not a big gown person, but I would
love a gown from Oscar de la Renta or
Carolina Herrera. I love them both! I also
would appreciate something from Alexander
McQueen.
september 2013 | luxury las vegas

31

had custom made for me in Thailand for $40.
What’s the most sentimental item in your
closet?

My ties. My dad passed from cancer this
year and I took his ties and wear his dog
tags every day. He was a Marine. Maybe
my obsession with boots came from him.
When I was a little boy, I used to dress up
in his stuff.
What’s the oddest thing in your closet?

I have a giant Buddha head from Asia that
hangs out with my suits. Everyone asks me
about it but I have no idea where to put it.
I always keep a packed overnight
suitcase, just in case I need to run off for a
day. “The Amazing Race” really opened up a
lot of doors in that regard.
What’s your go-to outfit?

T-shirt and jeans with boat shoes or flipflops. I have a ton of Havaianas since I used
to be the spokesmodel for them.
Talk to me about your shoes.

I’m a real germaphobe so I have a giant
shoe closet in my garage and all my shoes are
stored out there. They get dirty when you
wear them and I don’t want to bring the dirt
into the house.
My current obsession is with boat shoes.
When I was a kid I made fun of them, but
now I realize they’re so comfy and always in
style. I wear them all the time. I must have
30 pair, mostly Sperry Topsiders.
I also love boots with straps and buckles.
I wear jeans over them, so you can't really
see them, but I know they're there, and they
make me feel like I can kick some ass.
How does your style differ from your
Chippendales stage persona?

Jaymes Vaughan

Chippendales star at The Rio, “MORE Access” weekend co-host

How would you describe your style?

Who are your favorite designers or brands?

Definitely less is more -- no logos, no
crazy prints. I like things that are timeless.
You can always wear a polo and jeans or a
dress shirt and pants and you’ll be in style.
I do get trendy on shoes, however, and I’m
obsessed with boots.
I used to hate suits as a kid. I felt like dad
dressing up for church. Now I love them.
I must have 20 suits. Suits are awesome! It
feels like sexy dad wear.

John Varvatos, by far. The store at The
Forum Shops dresses me for “MORE Access”
and the clothes fit like a glove. I love that place!
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Do you have any favorite stores? Besides
John Varvatos, of course.

I’m ballin’ on a budget -- Ross, TJ Maxx,
Marshalls, Burlington Coat Factory. It’s hard to
find things that fit me since I’m 6’4” tall, but I
love the hunt. I’d rather spend money on other
things than clothes. This jacket I’m wearing I

On stage, I’m very trendy. We have
someone who dresses us and is constantly
updating the costumes. I’ll wear skinny
jeans and a leather jacket. Off stage, I prefer
a more timeless look. I also wear a lot of
t-shirts.
Do you wear any jewelry?

I wear my dad’s dog tags everywhere.
The only time I take them off is when I wear
my bow ties on stage. I feel like my dad is
always with me.
What’s missing from your closet?

My whole closet would be Varvatos.
Some of the amazing, expensive clothes I
wear on “MORE Access,” I’d love to own. q

