dina titus

lance kirk

irwin molasky

steve rypka

nevada’s

GREEN LEADERS
by cindi r . maciolek
photography by jim k . decker
photo setting – molasky corporate center

Green is the word nowadays, and Las Vegas is making its way to
the forefront of environmental activities. As we start the new year
with commitments to being the best that we can be, here’s a salute
to four local residents who long ago resolved to make green living
and sustainability an essential part of their lives – and ours.
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smart growth for the desert

Dina Titus
dina titus is often known as senator,
having represented the people of senate
district 7 in the state legislature for
nearly 20 years and serving as senate
minority leader since 1992. however,
many las vegas residents don’t realize
she’s an academic as well. for the past

30 years, dina titus, ph.d., has taught
american and nevada government at
unlv. she’s a strong advocate for
education and seniors, but she also
has a soft spot in her heart for the
environment. her success with recent
legislation to protect red rock canyon
from encroaching development is just
one example. renewable energy is also
high on her list.

What is your philosophy on green living?
I like to take a broader approach. Sustainability
is not just about the environment. It has to do
with the cultural and societal aspects of life and
the economy. The main idea is to leave the planet
better than you found it. That way, you can get
what you need and want from it, and the next
generation can also get what it needs without
destroying the planet. Some people look at the
desert and see nothing. If you really look, you’ll
see that it’s worth protecting. We need to change
public perception.

“ The main idea is

to leave the planet
better than

”

you found it.

Where does the government fit into this?
Government has responsibilities, but it hasn’t
gone far enough yet. Until private industry
becomes more competitive, the government
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needs to provide incentives such as tax incentives, net metering and portfolio standards for
renewable energy. We started with legislation in
this direction, but unfortunately, we’ve had to pull
back a bit. It’s a learning process. We’ll continue
to push forward legislation because it needs
to be done. The Public Utilities Commission
(PUC) must become more renewable-energy
oriented. The Nevada Development Authority
(NDA) needs to attract renewable energy
companies, but also companies that supply
products to those businesses. That will give
Nevada a vertical structure for renewables in
the state.

been better than residential so far. Right now,
only a limited number of people qualify for net
metering programs. If you have solar power,
your overflow energy goes back to the grid and
the utility company gets the green credits and
sells your power. If individuals could get paid
for all their excess energy and keep the renewable credits to sell on the open market, it would
be more worthwhile and more of an incentive
to use solar power on a residence. Building
solar into homes from the outset would also be
more affordable than adding it later because the
cost could be built into the mortgage and paid
over time.

We live in a desert. why isn’t it required
that every new home must be built with
solar power?

What is the best example of green living
in las vegas?

First of all, we live in a time when power
comes too easily. Rates go up, and people just
accept it. The power company is a conservative,
traditional utility. It’s easier to do the same thing
the same way. The time, trouble and money
required just haven’t been worth it to people.
Home builders have been opposed to it because
it adds cost. Commercial tax incentives have

We’ve made great strides in green building.
Seven of the 10 largest LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) projects
in the country are happening on the Strip.
Organizations and environmental groups are
becoming more politically active. UNLV has
a sustainability center. And, UNR offers an
engineering program with a minor in renewable energy.

nevada’s
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a man who walks the talk

Steve Rypka
a lot of people want to live greener lives,
and steve rypka helps them to do just
that. through his company, greendream
enterprises, inc., rypka consults with
both businesses and individuals to
identify ways to improve overall
sustainability. rypka is a co-founder
of the u.s. green building council

-

nevada chapter, and currently serves as
president of solar nv. his solar-powered
home has been featured on valley tours,
and he can be seen driving around
town in his hybrid automobile. in his
spare time, he shares his knowledge with
school children and entices the green
lifestyle by baking cookies in his solar
oven. he’s lowered his carbon footprint
by 75 percent, and he buys offsets of
renewable energy for the rest. he’s even
been known to forego a trip in order to
keep his carbon footprint in line.

What is your philosophy on green living?
The idea of green living is a holistic approach.
The real benefits come from the cumulative
effect of a lot of small decisions that we make
on a daily basis. Change is constant in nature,
and we need to consistently choose a path that
heals the earth. We’re in a planetary crisis right
now, and climate changes affect every single life
force on the planet. In order to make intelligent
decisions, we need a 10,000-year plan, looking
at the long-term ramifications of what we do.
What can las vegans do to lead
greener lives?
From a commercial standpoint, the adoption
of green building practices on a large scale is
critical. We’re already seeing that with several
construction projects on the Strip. On an
individual basis, there are also a lot of options,
including use of Energy Star appliances, being
water wise and not wasting anything – especially
energy. Just changing our eating habits can
have a huge impact on our carbon footprint.
A meat-based diet has a higher contribution to

greenhouse gases than a vegetarian one. For the
least cost and greatest impact, change your diet.
I love being a vegetarian.
What is the biggest struggle to get people
to think green?
Education is by far the most important.You can’t
get people motivated if they don’t understand
the problem. We have to overcome the inertia of
a society where everyone has been raised with an
unlimited supply of energy and other resources.
We’re hitting the limits on some of those
supplies, and most people aren’t even aware of
it. Nearly everything we do is based on fossil
fuels. Just imagine our world without them. Las
Vegas has a huge opportunity on a global scale
to be a leader. The city is recognized worldwide.
We need to generate the momentum to move
the city in the green direction and be part of
that change.
What is the future of green?
Green living is really about sustainability, and
sustainability creates resiliency in communities.

“Las vegas has a
huge opportunity
on a global scale
to be a leader.

”

It brings back true relationships with your
neighbors, imbuing interdependency at a human
level. It includes pure native vegetation that
requires practically no water, and developing
local food production. We need to minimize the
effects of quarterly profit and loss statements
and election cycles and maximize the effect of
all we do to protect the biosphere. We need to
be financially responsible, as thinking human
beings who make rational decisions rather than
just as “consumers.” I’m trying to train myself
to appreciate what I have right here and now.
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where there’s green, there’s gold

Irwin Molasky
as chairman of the molasky group of
companies, irwin molasky has been involved
in building millions of square feet of
commercial and residential properties in
the city. his newest contribution is molasky
corporate center in downtown lasvegas,
one of only 150 buildings in the world
that currently have achieved leed gold
certification by the u.s. green building
council. the building sports photovoltaic
cells for solar power, healthy paints without
volatile organic compounds (vocs), no
smoking, lots of glass to bring in daylight,
low walls to separate office areas allowing
light to pass throughout the building,
bamboo furnishings and wall coverings,
and recycled materials including shredded
blue jeans for insulation and recycled steel.
it’s a healthy building from the ground up,
and it will use over 30 percent less energy
than a comparable non-green building.

What is your philosophy on green living?
Building the Molasky Corporate Center as a
green building was both a philosophical and
practical decision. It’s the right thing to do. We
live in a country that is much too dependent
upon foreign oil.We have to build better cars and
better buildings that are more energy efficient.

“It’s the right thing to do.”

What does las vegas need to do
to become greener?
Everyone needs to become more involved,
including the legislature. Although many people
are aware of the need to be green, very few
people are actually doing something about it.
It’s not cheap to build a green building. Molasky
Corporate Center cost an extra $8 million, and
we don’t get a nickel more on our rent. However,
you can’t put a price on people’s health and
the additional energy savings we’ll enjoy. The
economics don’t always work out, but in a green
building, people are healthier. They have fewer
colds and there’s less employee turnover.
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How can a thriving, growing city like las
vegas maintain its growth while reducing
its carbon footprint?
There’s currently $40 billion in construction
on the Strip. We can’t lose sight of the fact that
there are hundreds of thousands of jobs involved.
New properties will bring over 100,000 jobs.
Those employees will need housing, bankers,
butchers and so on. We can’t put up artificial
restraints or those jobs will go away. We have to
make wise choices.

What is the biggest struggle to get people
to think green?
I don’t think it’s a struggle, it’s a matter of
education. There are many simple things that
people can do to reduce their energy usage.
Get compact fluorescent bulbs, recapture water
for landscaping, install blinds on windows that
refract heat. You don’t have to do everything,
you just have to do something.

nevada’s

GREEN LEADERS

designing for the long term

Lance Kirk
lance kirk is a co-founder of the u.s. green

building council (usgbc) nevada chapter. when
he was studying architecture at unlv, green

building was part of the curriculum, though
it was not as comprehensive as the program is
today. he opted to focus on sustainability, and
as he began to seek out resources he discovered
there wasn’t a central source for those who
were interested in sustainable design here in las
vegas. he became involved with the american

institute of architects (aia) and quickly founded
the aia las vegas committee on the environment

(cote) to educate architects and the community
on the benefits and requirements of green
building. that led to his involvement with the

usgbc. he’s currently an intern architect with
lucchesi galati, participating in the design of

many green building projects in las vegas. one
of his pet personal projects is refurbishing his
older home to be more energy efficient while
utilizing green resources available in the local
marketplace. he wants to show people how easily
it can be done just by making wise choices.

What is your philosophy on green living?
My focus is on sustainability. Green building is
only one aspect. Sustainability is a way of life.
The old perception is of tree huggers and people
living in yurts. The perspective is now bigger,
dealing with the social ramifications that go
beyond the building.We all have different degrees
of being less bad, but how do you regenerate and
give back? We need to think in terms of nature.
It gives and takes and there is no waste.
What is the best thing las vegas residents

can do in terms of living green?

Education is probably the most important.
People aren’t aware of what to do or where to go
to learn to live a sustainable life. Sustainability
is a philosophy that has you rethink how you
do things. It’s a massive mind shift to a holistic
approach.We’re not tuned into that.We live in an
era of immense power consumption and status.
Sustainability doesn’t mean you have to give
things up. It’s symbiotic. There’s a relationship
with regard to everything. The Springs Preserve
is a great resource for people to learn how to
make positive changes in their lives.

Tell us about your home project.
I live in an older home that definitely needs to
be updated. Many homes built after 1998 are
Energy Star efficient. However, homes built
before then need to be retrofitted. They need
better insulation and newer windows. They also
need to have updated equipment installed for
heating and cooling.You can’t do anything about
orientation of the house, so you have to make
changes where you can. Many of these items
can be pretty costly. I’m attempting to refurbish
my house using items off the shelf to prove that
anyone can do it. I want my house to stand as a
definition of environmentally friendly.
Where does the idea of green living
go from here?
Embracing and accepting green as a positive,
wonderful contribution will benefit everyone
in the long run. We need to think more about
everything we do. Most people don’t take longer
than a five-year view when it comes to building
development, when in fact the building will
probably last at least 20 if not 50 years or more.
We need to make better decisions. Then we’ll
get better results. q

“Embracing
and accepting
green as
a positive,
wonderful
contribution
will benefit
everyone in the
long run.”
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