THE
ENTREPRENEUR,
THE
COMEDIENNE,
& THE
ANCHOR

CChronicles
LOSET

BY CINDI R. MACIOLEK

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM K. DECKER

CLOSETS ARE AN EASY PLACE TO HIDE THINGS.
Yet, they also hold a treasure trove of memories.
Women are particularly good at keeping some of their
most precious items in their closets, and in this issue,
we uncover a few of those treasures in the bedrooms of
some fabulous Las Vegas women.
Thank you, ladies, for sharing your deep, dark fashion
secrets with us. Now, let’s peer inside…
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“

I LOVE MY CLOSET!
I HAVE TREASURES
FROM MY KIDS IN HERE,
MY CONCERT T-SHIRTS
FROM THE 1980S,
MY BLACK BARBIE COAT
– EVERYTHING!

“

GLYNDA RHODES,
president and owner of Blackbook 702

WHAT WOULD A VISITOR SAY ABOUT YOUR CLOSET?
Oh, I don’t know, maybe that I’m a girlie-girl. And, that I love
shoes! It’s my favorite place to be. I love my closet! I have
treasures from my kids in here, my concert t-shirts from the
1980s, my black Barbie coat – everything!
YOU CERTAINLY LOVE PINK.
Yes, it’s my favorite color – hot pink. Most of my hangers are
hot pink. And, I love Hello Kitty and the Pink Panther. One of
my Pink Panther’s is from the 1980s. I also have a Judith Leiber
Hello Kitty clutch.
WHAT’S YOUR GO-TO OUTFIT?
I’d probably have to say any Roberto Cavalli dress. They make you look smokin’
hot!
WHAT’S YOUR MOST SENTIMENTAL ITEM?
It’s a little brass fun compass from my brother who passed away in 2000. He was a
land surveyor. He gave it to me the weekend before he died. He said I used to be
so much fun, and I suddenly became a suit. So, he gave me the compass and told me
that whenever I’m stuck, I can use the fun compass to find a new direction.
WHAT’S IN ALL YOUR DRAWERS?
Lingerie. It’s mostly lingerie. A woman can never have too much lingerie.
WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITES?
I love bikinis, particularly Beach Bunny. On weekends, I love to wear Juicy Couture or
Victoria’s Secret Pink. Also, Bebe Sport. I do a lot of shopping online.
TELL ME ABOUT YOUR SHOES.
No flats allowed! I’ve worn heels my whole life. There will come a day when I can’t,
but I don’t want to think about it. I probably have about 250 pair of shoes.
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ARE THOSE ROLLER SKATES I SEE?
Yes, I love to roller skate. I put them on and skate all around Rhodes Ranch.They have
to be the old fashioned kind with the rubber stop in front. These are Sketchers.
WHAT’S IN THE BOXES UNDER THE CLOTHES?
I have a fabulous smokin’ hot crystal bra that I wore with a white suit. In another
box, I have every extra button that ever came with my clothing. And, there’s eight
bottles of Dom Perignon.
YOU HAVE AN AWFUL LOT OF PERFUME.
I like to switch it up all the time. I don’t always wear the same one. Right now I’m
wearing Flowerbomb, but I also wear Gio and Chanel regularly.
WHERE ARE YOUR GOWNS?
I have to keep them in a guest room closet. I just don’t have enough room in here.
Each one has a special memory because I only wear them to one event. The Oscar
de la Renta is probably my most expensive, but I also have my gold and pink Escada,
a Dolce and Gabbana, a Roberto Cavalli and a leather and lace one from the
runway of a Czech designer. I also have some pieces that I bought in Europe.
WHAT ITEM DO YOU FEEL IS MISSING FROM YOUR WARDROBE?
I really don’t think I’m missing anything, but I definitely crave a bigger closet!
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“

I LOVE MY HANDBAGS,
AND I FIND IT VERY HARD
TO PART WITH THEM.

RITA RUDNER,
leading lady of comedy and Harrah’s headliner

just bought me a new Gucci handbag. It has its own blanket
(sleeper bag).
Several years ago I had a great idea for a handbag with a
changeable cover. It’s not easy to change purses all the time,
because you usually forget something, and this seemed like
a workable solution. I was turned down by Home Shopping
Network, so it’s the only one in existence.
WHAT’S YOUR GO-TO OUTFIT?
Sweat pants, a t-shirt and something pink.

WHAT WOULD A VISITOR SAY ABOUT YOUR CLOSET?
This is a closet of a very busy lady. They’d probably think I was messy and scattered.
I’ve always said that if a burglar broke in, he’d straighten everything up. Life is a
constant struggle to achieve organization.
WHAT’S YOUR MOST SENTIMENTAL ITEM?
I was married in the white and blue woven Adrienne Vittadini sweater 20 years ago.
It was the best sweater I had at the time, so that’s what I wore. I used to have the
blue pants I wore with it, but eventually I gave them away. We were married at the
Orange County court house. I also have a very special white seed bead evening
bag from my Mom.
ANY OTHER ITEMS WITH GREAT MEMORIES?
Here’s the gown I wore when I was a writer on the Academy Awards. There’s
the one from my first Carnegie Hall appearance. I also have the Chanel coat
my husband bought me. I used to travel a lot and I guess I always looked tired,
so he got me something to perk me up. And, the painting with the apple was a
gift from a friend.
YOU HAVE A FABULOUS HANDBAG COLLECTION.
I love my handbags, and I find it very hard to part with them. I have a red and
black feather evening bag, a pink fluffy one that looks like a dog, and, my husband

WHAT’S YOUR BEST BARGAIN?
I just bought a couple of new things. One is an Escada jacket, the other a coral
Chanel dress. Both were 75 percent off. Now is a good time to buy. The world is
ending, but everything is on sale.
WHAT’S THE STRANGEST ITEM IN YOUR CLOSET?
It would have to be the bunny erasers I bought for my daughter for Easter.There’s also
the witch’s hat. My daughter insisted that I be the Mommy witch for Halloween.
I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU OWN AN ORIGINAL AUSTIN SCARLETT DRESS.
Yes, it’s not here. It’s in my closet at Harrah’s. I love “Project Runway”, and after the
series, you could bid on the dresses online. So, Martin won the bidding war and he
got it for me. When it arrived, we had to take it to a dressmaker because it had no
hooks, no zipper. They just don’t give the designers enough time to properly finish
the garment.
WHAT ABOUT YOUR SHOES?
Every woman needs a little Manolo in her life, but I also love my Aerosoles.
AND FINALLY,YOU HAVE JUST EXTENDED YOUR STAY AS HEADLINER AT
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS.
I know, I’m so excited I’m going to be at Harrah’s for three more years. Or as I like
to think of it, for twelve more gowns.
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“

MY GRANDMOTHER
INSTILLED IN ME HER
LOVE OF FASHION, BUT
FOR INSPIRATION, I TURN
TO ANGELINA JOLIE AND
GWYNETH PALTROW.

“

KIM WAGNER,
co-host of Wake Up With the Wagners on News 3

WHAT WOULD A VISITOR SAY ABOUT YOUR CLOSET?
Hopefully, that my taste is timeless, that I’m classic but not boring.
I have to be careful in my line of work not to distract from the
message I’m presenting on the air, and appeal to all ages.
Also, that I love fashion. I have great items in my closet, but I
know you can always find deals out there, so it’s worth looking.
WHO ARE YOUR STYLE MENTORS?
My grandmother instilled in me her love of fashion, but for
inspiration, I turn to Angelina Jolie and Gwyneth Paltrow.
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE ITEM?
That would definitely have to be my wedding dress. It’s a Vera Wang that I purchased
on Maiden Lane in San Francisco. I still remember shopping for it with my Mom, my
grandmother and my aunt. It not only brings back memories of my wedding, but
also of that special day in search of the perfect dress with these important people
in my life.
WHAT OTHER ITEMS HOLD SPECIAL MEMORIES?
I have a few. I still own the first suit I bought in college, a red Ann Taylor.Then, there’s
the very first designer dress I ever owned, a floral Guerlain that I wore to my
grandparents’ 50th wedding anniversary when I was a junior in high school. And, I
have my very first job interview dress, also an Ann Taylor. I can still wear all of them!
Also, key pieces of my jewelry are either from my Mom or my mother-in-law.
WHAT’S YOUR GO-TO OUTFIT?
My Rock and Republic jeans and a Bebe black leather jacket. Dress it up, dress it
down, it always works.
HOW ABOUT YOUR BEST BARGAIN?
My Tadashi dress. I found it at Neiman Marcus, originally $800 on sale for $200. I
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was a bridesmaid in a friend’s wedding, and we all got to choose our own dresses
in a particular color. The Tadashi was perfect color-wise, but we were wearing
short dresses in the wedding, and this was a gown. I chopped off the bottom to
make it work for that event, and as a result, I’ve gotten a lot more use out of it
than I ever thought.
FUNNIEST MEMORY?
I wore this darling Lilly Pulitzer dress when Dana, our daughter Kate, and I were
vacationing in Del Mar, California. We were waiting for the elevator, and a gentleman
walked up and said, “How cute. One here and one on the way”. I love the dress, but
after that comment I haven’t worn it since.
TELL ME ABOUT YOUR HANDBAGS.
I love my handbags. Each one holds a special memory. One is a Louis Vuitton Speedy
that my grandmother purchased in Paris in the 1950s. This small leather clutch is
from my mother-in-law. Dana bought me this Burberry and a Louis Vuitton. My
Mom bought me the Louis graffiti. Another Louis is the first work bag I bought in
Las Vegas. And, last season, I treated myself to a Chloe.
WHAT ITEM DO YOU FEEL IS MISSING FROM YOUR WARDROBE?
I’d have to say a beautiful, feminine tuxedo. If it’s made right, it’s timeless.You can look
sexy and fashion-forward, and yet still be able to wear it 20 years from now. Q

