Arts

Stateof
the

The Las Vegas art scene on the brink, again?
by cindi r . maciolek

L

asVegas may be the Entertainment Capital of theWorld, but
a city can’t survive without its culture. With the economy
in a state of flux, we have endeavored to take a look at the
state of the arts in our hometown.
With the closing of the Las Vegas Art Museum and the
Guggenheim, as well as a number of galleries, some residents
might question whether we have any arts or culture left. But,
just as the Strip transforms itself on a regular basis, so too goes
our arts community, morphing into something that is expected
to be bigger and better than before. From small private ventures
to large scale commercial projects, the arts are alive and growing
in Las Vegas.
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PAIN
The just opened Brett Wesley Contemporary Art is Las Vegas’
only stand-alone building dedicated to exhibiting art.

That headache! Will it ever stop? It can if you visit Dr. Irwan

. You may be surprised that we recommend a dentist for

headaches, but studies show that TMJ disorder is one of the

leading causes of migraines and upper body pain. Dr. Irwan

 has advanced training in neuromuscular dentistry for

balance, health and pain relief.

Don’t let TMJ get the best of you.
 pain free today!

Call to schedule your
TMJ evaluation!

FREE

Interest FREE Financing!

Dr. Irwan Goh
2840 E. Flamingo Rd, Suite G, Las Vegas

702.732.3754

SmilesByGoh.com
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For many, downtown is the place to be, and Brett Sperry is both
committed to and investing in the arts. Celebrating the September
opening of Brett Wesley Contemporary Art, his New York style gallery
on Charleston and Casino Center Boulevard, Sperry believes in
enriching people’s lives through exhibition and education.
“This has been a 10-year dream, to own my own gallery,” said
Sperry. “I’ve worked with artists my whole life, both as a fine art
photographer and as a patron of the arts. A lot of people in the
community are asking for more culture and more choices. As
an entrepreneur, I know that you have to take on risks and have a
personal love of wanting to own a gallery.”
In spite of the economy, Sperry is very upbeat about the future
success of his business, as well as the community’s support of the arts.
“Now is the best time. It’s a tough time, but with a reduction in land
costs and leases, artists are regrouping and creating. If you can survive
these tough times and build a business, then you’re building it with the
right fundamentals and you’ll have a solid foundation.
“Lots of artists enjoyed the terrific time from 2003-2008, along
with other areas of commerce. Lots of new and emerging artists were
celebrated and selling at great prices. Now people are more selective.
Times like this separate the wheat from the chaff.
“The city is getting stronger,” Sperry continued. “Within the next
12-36 months, we’ll see lots of positive changes. The new bus line
on Casino Center Boulevard will be complete by January. There are
changes to the Arts Factory. Symphony Park is one mile away. When
times were good, none of this was happening. Now, it’s ironic, in the
toughest economic times, all these projects are coming together.
“What our city needs is an epicenter and it will finally have one
downtown. When the Las Vegas Art Museum was on the west side and
other cultural activities were in Henderson, everything was spread all over
the place and there was not enough cross pollination. When you study
great movements, it’s a result of a pocket of artists sharing their ideas.
That’s what causes these quantum leaps forward. With everything coming
back toward the center, we’re able to build the next wave at its best. It’s
important for a great city to have a great district. When it blossoms, then
you can build another district. Before, decentralization slowed progress.”

stateOFtheArts
The Smith Center for the Performing Arts, the long awaited permanent home to the
Las Vegas Philharmonic and Nevada Ballet Theater, is slated to open in 2011.

Another lover of downtown is Newland Communities,
developer of Symphony Park, which will house The Smith
Center for the Performing Arts, the Cleveland Clinic Lou
Ruvo Center for Brain Health (CCLRCBH), restaurants,
retail, and at some point in the future, the World
Jewelry Center. While many aspects of Symphony Park
relate to culture and the arts, is there any thought to a
public art display?
“As home to The Smith Center for the Performing
Arts, Symphony Park will easily and logically become the
city’s hub of culture and art,” said Rita Brandin, senior
vice president of development for Newland Communities,
Symphony Park project manager. “While a formal public
art program for the Symphony Park neighborhood is
not yet developed, careful thought is now being given to
incorporate public art into the Symphony Park experience
and landscape. We recognize that public art is a way to
provide connection to the existing nearby downtown arts
district and further enrich the neighborhood’s already artsrich environment.”

Symphony Park will house The Smith Center for the
Performing Arts, the Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center
for Brain Health (CCLRCBH), restaurants and retail.
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bellagio
Ga l l e r y
of
Fine Art
presents

‘12 + 7: Artists and
Architects of CityCenter’

T

he latest exhibit at Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art (BGFA) opened
last month as an ode to CityCenter with the debut of 12 + 7:
Artists and Architects of CityCenter. Organized in partnership with
the CityCenter Fine Art Collection and its curatorial advisor Michele C
Quinn, the exhibition will feature sculpture, drawings, paintings and models
by 12 of the contemporary art stars and seven of the master architects
whose work will revolutionize the Las Vegas landscape when CityCenter
opens to the public this December.
The exhibition will offer a sneak peek at the highly anticipated
CityCenter development, showcasing artwork by a selection of artists
featured in CityCenter’s Fine Art Collection, such as Maya Lin, Jenny Holzer,
Antony Gormley, Tony Cragg, Nancy Rubins, Peter Wegner, Richard Long,
among others.Also featured are early sketches and architectural models of
CityCenter’s soaring towers, and retail and entertainment district designed
by architects Pelli Clarke Pelli, Helmut Jahn, Studio Daniel Libeskind, Rafael
Viñoly, Kohn Pedersen Fox, Foster + Partners and Rockwell Group.
“CityCenter will be an international architectural achievement
integrating the talents of world-renowned artists, architects and designers
in one development; it will be a landmark of global taste and style,” said Jim
Murren, Chairman and CEO of MGM MIRAGE.
12 + 7: Artists and Architects of CityCenter illustrates the symbiotic
relationship between the métiers of art and architecture by peeling back
the layers of a particular artist’s work, exploring its architectural or spatial
relationship; but also by providing insight into how each architect’s design
becomes an integral component of the overall urban vision of CityCenter
– as their buildings evolve, they develop much like a piece of artwork.
Michele C Quinn, Curatorial Advisor for both the MGM MIRAGE
and CityCenter Fine Art Collections, said, "We are excited to have the
opportunity to share in such an incredible presentation of artists and
architects alike, this exhibition will be a great complement to the works
that will be presented at CityCenter and allow visitors to further explore
the work of these extraordinary masters."
12 + 7: Artists and Architects of CityCenter is on view through April
4, 2010. BGFA is open Sunday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
and Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Last admissions are sold
30 minutes prior to closing. Admittance is $15 for general admission, $12
for Nevada residents and seniors 65 and older, $10 for students, teachers
and military with valid ID. Children 12 and younger are free. Tickets and
information are available by calling (702) 693-7871 or (877) 957-9777, or
online at www.bellagio.com or www.ticketweb.com. q
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Vdara Sketch #1 by Rafael Viñoly

Tony Cragg's Constructor (2007)
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“Once you see the power of this in the
classroom, that’s all it takes!” said Schneider.
“Those are our future leaders and elected officials
in the audience. Art is a basic part of human
growth. We’re lucky to have the opportunity to
put this in place at this time.
“Creative people always aspire to and are
looking forward, never backward. We have
great potential and wonderful artistry that
has been in Las Vegas for a lifetime, and new
professionals coming into town on a regular
basis are adding to the culture here.
Nevada Cancer Institute recently installed four sculptures by
artist Simi Dabah on its campus, continuing its commitment
to providing an environment dedicated toward healing.
Photo Credit - Scott Lien, Nevada Cancer Institute

The Smith Center for the Performing
Arts, the long awaited permanent home to
the Las Vegas Philharmonic and Nevada Ballet
Theater is slated to open in 2011. It will also
feature music, theatre and dance companies
from around the world.
“We’re building a structure for generations
to come, a solid Art Deco building made of
limestone and granite,” said Myron Martin,
president of The Smith Center for the
Performing Arts. “I get goose bumps thinking
about children coming here in school buses
in 2050. We have a priority to elevate our
resident companies to a new level, plus the
potential development of other resident
companies down the road.
“A rising tide lifts all boats. Smith Center is
the rising tide. What I believe and hope is that
we’ll raise the Philharmonic and Ballet Theater
to new levels and have new opportunities to
utilize the industry professionals who live in
town to create something that originates in
Las Vegas and tours the world. It will be an
incubator of artistic excellence.
“The Las Vegas Art Museum is a huge
loss,” Martin continued, “but I think there’s a
phoenix that will come out of this. This city
wants and will demand a high quality art
museum. But we learned a lesson.You have to
go and support these institutions if you want
them to survive and thrive.”
Candy Schneider, director of education
and outreach for The Smith Center, is building
programs for local schoolchildren, even without
the completed facility.The newest partnership is
with Wolf Trap, for their early learning through
the arts program. Local performing artists are
trained to work with students and teachers to
strategize for literary, social and cognitive skills
development in pre-K classrooms. The program
is also a partnership with United Way.

“The Smith Center is a convener,” continued
Schneider. “There’s a wonderful sense of hope that
the arts are alive and well in our community. It’s
an opportunity for artists, educators and students
to experience the performing arts as well as visual
arts. We have a wealth of floor space for exhibits
should we decide to do so. A permanent art
collection is in the plan. The arts are growing in
spite of the economy. Arts will be showcased in
a way that is perfect for our community and our
lifetime. People will see the building and think it
has been here for a long time.”
( Continued on page 114 )

BARIATRIC
SURGERY

I CHOOSE
Desert Springs Hospital
Medical Center

If someone is morbidly obese, they can not
lose weight easily. Their body won’t allow
it. It’s chemistry. Hormones. And one thing
affects another. I’ve seen overweight patients
who have heart problems or diabetes so bad
they could die. But there’s hope through
weight-loss surgery. Desert Springs Hospital is
committed to better health through bariatric
surgery because it’s a real solution. So am I.
That’s why I moved here to Las Vegas.

Dr. Thomas Umbach
Medical Director of
the Center for Surgical
Weight Loss for The
Valley Health System

Learn about weight-loss from a surgeon.
Attend a seminar at one of three locations:
Centennial Hills Hospital Medical Center
Desert Springs Hospital Medical Center
Spring Valley Hospital Medical Center
Finding dates, times, location and
registering to attend are easy.
Phone 702-369-7919 or 800-879-0980
Online www.IchooseDesertSprings.com

&'MBNJOHP3PBEt-BT7FHBT /7
Physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Desert Springs Hospital
Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians.
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( Continued from page 71 )

Springs Preserve's Origens Gallery changes exhibits every three months.

New medical facilities in town are busy
incorporating art into their campuses as well.
“The idea of fine art in Las Vegas is far from
dead. We may not see a public art museum
in the immediate future, but opportunities
to see fine art continue to grow in the public
and private sectors,” said Libby Lumpkin, art
curator for the Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo
Center for Brain Health.
“Visitors to the CCLRCBH will be able
to view works by important contemporary
artists installed throughout the facility. We are
making an effort to bring in artists who were
close to Frank Gehry during his formative
period in the 1960s and 1970s as well as
younger artists from all over.”
The Nevada Cancer Institute also believes
strongly in the role of art in both our
community and in providing a more healing
environment for patients. In addition to the
gift of the contemporary art collection from
an anonymous donor, four large bronze
sculptures by southern California artist Simi
Dabah have been added. Dabah donates his
works to non-profit organizations.
“We don’t want this to be a sterile
environment,” said Shelley Gitomer, vice
president for development. “In every room
on every floor, everyone is exposed to art
work selected specifically for that location by
114
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our volunteer curator, Michelle Quinn. Art
is an important aspect of life. A lot of people
don’t have access to museums, and this is a
boost for them. Unfortunately, in spite of the
amazing collection we have, we can’t be an
open museum to the public. We can’t invade
the patient privacy. We didn’t ask for the art,
the donor stepped forward, but the art is part
of the healing process.”
The large bronze sculptures, however,
grace the grounds of the facility in Summerlin,
so the public can easily view those pieces.
Just a stone’s throw away from downtown
is the Springs Preserve.When you think of the
Springs Preserve you think of sustainability,
beautiful gardens and an earth-friendly
educational environment, but Elizabeth
Herridge, former managing director of the
Guggenheim Heritage Museum formerly at
The Venetian, is utilizing her love of art to take
it to a whole new level. As the new managing
director of the Springs Preserve, Herridge
will introduce fine art to the Origens Gallery,
which has previously held photography
exhibits. Robert Beckmann: Elemental Landscapes
will be on exhibit beginning October 15,
2009. When that show ends in January,
Herridge has another surprise planned, as
exhibits will change every three months.
“Up to this point, a lot of photography

was shown, but we had to move away to other
media so I thought doing classical painting
would be a good segue,” said Herridge. “We’re
trying to do things with local artists or those
with ties to the area. We need to celebrate our
culture and perpetuate what we’ve created in
our valley and a good way to do that is by our
art. We’d like to make the Springs Preserve a
backdrop for art in our city. We’re hoping to
add performance art in the future. We want to
have reasons for people to keep coming back.
“There are lots of forces at work here
and a lot of people committed to culture in
Las Vegas,” Herridge continued. “Despite the
current economic conditions and serious
challenges we’re facing, people understand
the value of art and I’m one of them. I don’t
give up so easily. It’s extremely unfortunate
that we don’t have a museum and I’m worried
about what momentum it will take to get it
moving again. There are lots of grassroots
efforts. I don’t think it will happen in the short
term but I believe it’s a long term prospect. I’m
sticking around and I’m one of the people who
will help that.”
Down on the Strip, Michelle Quinn is busy
getting ready for the opening of the largest
project in Las Vegas history – CityCenter. Her
focus is on utilizing a $40 million budget for
art in public spaces.
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You demand extraordinary
performance in everything.
Why not your home theater?
You appreciate the finer things.
Automobiles with sophisticated German
engineering. The best Italian fashions.
Fine home furnishings.
So why settle for ho-hum home theater?
We invite you to audition McIntosh,
B&W and Pioneer Elite. Some of the very
best names that combine legendary performance with extraordinary
engineering. Experience true home entertainment. Make a personal
showroom appointment today.

2300 N. Rainbow Blvd.
(one block north of Lake Mead Blvd.)

877- 0222
PremiereHomeEntertainment.com
licensed, bonded & Insured
NV LIC# 0052643

home theater
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multi-room audio / video

security/camera systems
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“We need a spectrum of artistic work in
our community, from the younger artists,
to the more established ones on the Strip.
Tourists want to see the big names, but local
artists provide backup for them,” said Quinn,
curatorial advisor for the CityCenter Fine Art
Collection. “Our entire collection will be open
to the public 24/7. The experience will draw
people in regardless of whether they know
anything about art. They’ll see some great
pieces by Nancy Rubins and Jenny Holzer and
many others. Art professionals from around
the world will come to Las Vegas just to see this
collection. It will be one of the most amazing
collections with public access in the world.
“As for the city itself, there are definitely
a lot of shifts and changes going on. We’re a
more pared down version of what we were
two years ago. The Las Vegas Art Museum
was an unfortunate economic adjustment.
Hopefully, it will revive itself and has every
intention of doing so. Lots of artists and
creative people here want to keep things going
on some level. The Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art
has support, and right now it’s kind of the only
fine art museum in town. MGM Mirage feels
it’s important.”
Back downtown, Jennifer Harrington,
owner of Henri & Odette gallery, sees the

“City National rescued
my retirement.”
A

fter my previous bank lost an enormous
percentage of my retirement money,
a close friend suggested that I meet with
the people at City National Bank.
After speaking with their wealth
management team. I knew
immediately that I had come
to the right place.

Nancy Rubins' Big Edge will be
part of of the largest art project
in Las Vegas history - CityCenter.

need for locals to not only support the arts,
but all local businesses.
“We had a couple of years where everything
was going really well and continuing to move
forward. Now we’re at a bit of a standstill,”
said Harrington. “People are overlooking
the fact that businesses in general have been
closing for the last year. It’s naïve for people
to think that won’t have an impact on the arts.
Usually in times of distress is when great art
is made so we can’t just let it die. We have
to know that if we continue to cultivate
these artists and rethink moving forward at a
grassroots kevel, we won’t see the results for
a couple of years.
“When people are putting together their
entertainment budget, they need to think about
where they’re spending their discretionary
income. They’re voting with their dollar. With
art, people don’t understand how important
it is to have a cultural aspect to the city. When
it’s gone, they’ll miss it. They need to support
it. I’d like to take the locals to task, not only
with art but also with other businesses.To save
the arts and the city, it has to come from the
people to decide what’s important. The future
of the arts in Las Vegas is really up in the air.
Band together, and realize we have a great
place to live.” q

The value of City National’s
wealth management services is that
they give me the wherewithal to
go off and do what I really love,
which is photography.
City National is The way up®
for me.
For a relationship you can
trust, call Lee Pullan at
(702) 952-4448 or
Diane Merkey at
(702) 952-4447.

Fredric Roberts

Retired Investment Banker
& Photographer

To hear Fred’s complete story visit
cnb.com/thewayup.
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