Each of these five driving programs
provides a completely different experience, so
I highly recommend trying them all. Not only
will you enjoy them, you’ll meet some of the
nicest people on the planet, all aiming to help
you have a safe and exhilarating experience.
Here are a few tips to maximize your fun:
1. Enjoy your time in the cars. It’s over
before you know it, so relish every
second.
2. Listen to your instructors. They quickly
size up just how much power you can
handle and give it to you. When they say,
“Floor it!” – floor it!
3. Buy the videos. They are fun to watch
afterwards and quickly help you relive
those moments.
4. Safety is number one. Push the cars and
yourself to the limit, but respect the
power at your fingertips.

by cindi r . maciolek
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Ladies and gentlemen…start your engines!

O

ften billed as the Entertainment Capital of the World, Las Vegas rules the planet when it
comes to thrilling diversions, and automobiles are right up there as far as I’m concerned.
As a transplant from Detroit, cars are in my blood, and I was stoked to have an opportunity
to compare several of the driving experiences our city has to offer.
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American Muscle Car Driving Experience offers drivers the opportunity
to take muscle cars or exotic race cars out on the open road.

I didn’t see too many female drivers, but I
hear they often do better than the men. So, I
suggest a little friendly competition. And we
are off!
World Class Driving –
American Muscle Car
Driving Experience
World Class Driving used to travel
around the country with their program, but
they’re now permanently housed just off the
Strip. They offer the chance to take American
muscle cars or exotic race cars out on the
open road to see how well they handle.
After registration and a brief training
overview at headquarters, you’re taken
to where the fun begins -- the garage at
Red Rock Casino Resort Spa. The cars are
all lined up, engines humming, lights on,
waiting patiently to roar into action. What
an adrenaline rush!
Trevor and Warren, our two instructors
on this journey, were patient, friendly,
encouraging and skilled, leading a group
consisting of half Las Vegans and the other
half tourists from Chile, Argentina and
Maine. If this job doesn’t work out, they’re
well suited to teach second grade, as I’m sure
that’s how it sometimes feels, trying to corral
a power-hungry bunch through Red Rock
National Conservation Area, particularly
when their number one concern is safety.
You’re
connected
via
radio
communication at all times with the

A look at Exotics Racing’s fleet of luxury automobiles.

instructors, who are well versed in how to
handle unexpected situations and keep you
informed of everything the group is doing at
all times. You travel single file from start to
finish, one instructor as the lead, the other
tracking behind.
As part of the experience, you change
cars at pre-planned stops. Every time you’re
in a different car, the instructors individually
review key operational aspects so you feel
comfortable driving it.
Maintaining the speed limit is difficult -though strongly, ahem -- encouraged by the
instructors, since the cars want to explode
onto the pavement rather than follow the
law. (Honestly, officer, if I was going that
fast, would the “eco” light be on?)
But, the essence of the experience is to
see what these puppies can do when you give
them a chance. When Warren says, “Stay
with me,” it’s time to put pedal to the metal
and test the muscle beneath your fingertips.
(No, Mr. Ranger, sir. I was only doing 50
mph, but it felt like I was doing 100.) If an
open stretch doesn’t appear on its own,
Warren magically creates one.
It’s an experience you can enjoy time
after time, choosing between the muscle cars
and exotics. Cars come and go, so what they
offer today may differ from what is offered in
six months.
In fact, one Las Vegas couple was making
their second visit. “We were here for my
husband’s birthday a few months ago and
drove the exotics, but we came back for the
muscle cars. We love this place. We hope to

come back again.”
Tours begin at $299 for the muscle cars and
$499 for exotics. www.WorldClassDriving.com
Exotics Racing
From the second you pull up in the
parking lot, your blood is surging. You
can hear the thunder of the engines in the
distance, and you know that in just a few
short minutes, one of those roars will be
coming from you!
Just recently celebrating its first
anniversary on its own track on the grounds
of the Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Exotics
Racing is an adrenaline pumping, full
throttle experience that lets you drive up to
13 different exotic sports cars on a custom
1.2-mile road track. Choose your supercar
and the number of laps, and your E-ticket
ride is about to begin.
While packages begin with five laps, I
highly suggest purchasing at least 10. It’s
about the third lap or so when you start
to get your rhythm, so to truly enjoy the
experience, I would definitely buy up. And,
for those of you who don’t know how to drive
a stick, no worries. All cars are paddle shift
and very easy to use.
After a thorough training in both the
track’s rules and a technical review, you’re
driven in a Porsche Cayenne for a lap around
the track to learn the lay of the land. The
track is painted and coned to clearly guide
your driving actions (brake, throttle, shift).
My Ferrari 430 Scuderia came with
Bear, my driving instructor, and a helmet.
june 2013 | luxury las vegas
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The course at the Richard Petty Driving Experience is an actual NASCAR racetrack.

Throughout your experience, instructors
sit in the passenger seat to deliver cues as
you make your way around the track. They
have a brake pedal but not a steering wheel.
However, don’t be surprised if they reach
out and grab yours, if need be.
Going through the corners, while my
brain thought “brake,” Bear said, “throttle.”
By lap three or so, it totally made sense -and made the driving experience that much
more fun. I hit 112 mph on the straightaway
and I’m sure I could have gone faster if I had
just one more lap.
Bear’s instructions were very clear
and precise, so much so that when I had
the pleasure of Rudy’s tour of the track in
a Corvette ZO6, I could still hear Bear’s
voice in my head. Just a cautionary note -definitely take the Rudy tour after you have
your own driving experience.
The Rudy ride-along was super fun, so
if you’re not into driving but want to feel
what’s it’s like to be on a racetrack, you can
get a couple of laps with him for a nominal
fee. Rudy is an ex-racecar driver and enjoys
peeling out, pulling Gs and turning the car
sideways as you fly around the course. Hang
on, but enjoy the ride.
Driving packages start at $199. Two laps
with Rudy is $99. www.ExoticsRacing.com
Richard Petty Driving Experience
If you’ve ever watched NASCAR races,
you already have an idea of just what the
Richard Petty Driving Experience (RPDE)
is all about. RPDE at the Las Vegas Motor
Speedway strives to make your visit as
authentic as possible.
Once registration is complete, you
don a driving suit and head to the training
room where you watch some extremely
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luxury las vegas

|

june 2013

helpful videos, including one which details
your drive around the track, and that allimportant safety video.
Tyler, our crew chief, then led us down
to the pits to prep for our drives. RPDE
limits the number of vehicles on the track
at one time, so you have to wait your turn.
Once you’re up, you’re fitted with a helmet
and a HANS device which supports your
head and neck. The fun comes next.
I first went on the ride-along, which
I highly recommend. It gives you a feel
for speed on the track and helps you to
become more familiar with the cones and
gates for when it’s your turn. The videos
are excellent, but the ride-along provides
a better perspective. We hit a top speed of
about 160 mph.
But before you can do the ride-along
-- or drive, for that matter -- you have to
climb into the stock car. No doors here.
The window opening is 15 x 30 inches and

sits 36 inches off the ground, with a tight
pivot point. The team is there to help load
and unload you, but don’t be alarmed at the
coziness of the cockpit. This experience
will undoubtedly give you an appreciation
for what professional drivers endure.
Off the apron and up on the track -whoosh! Bring on the speed! This tri-oval
course offers a 20-degree banked left turn
to kick up the excitement. You’re driving on
an actual NASCAR racetrack, so bragging
rights are definitely earned here.
My hero, instructor Mikey V., was
brave enough to join me on my drive after
introducing me to the track on the ridealong. Instructors sit in the passenger seat and
control the amount of power you get as well
as guide you via in-helmet communications.
The track is well marked, so as long as you
pay attention to the gates and the cones,
you’ll have a memorable drive.
My top speed was 120 mph, not as fast
as I had hoped, but faster than some of the
guys. If I only had one or two more laps…
Ride-Alongs start at $109 and driving
experiences begin at $499. All Nevada
residents with a valid local I.D. can purchase
a Rookie Experience for $299 (regularly
$499) and a Ride-Along for $79 (regularly
$109). www.DrivePetty.com/Vegas
American Muscle Car Challenge
The debate has raged for years. Which
is the ultimate American muscle car -the Ford Mustang, the Chevy Camaro or
the Dodge Challenger? Now, you have the
opportunity to decide for yourself.

American Muscle Car Challenge lets you drive three Motor City icons and
test them for 0 to 60 acceleration, hard braking ability, cornering and speed.

A recent addition to RDPE’s driving options at the Las Vegas
Motor Speedway, the American Muscle Car Challenge lets you drive
these three Motor City icons and test them for 0 to 60 acceleration,
hard braking ability, cornering and speed.
After viewing the training videos, Tyler, our crew chief again
today, detailed the four separate sections of the challenge, than led
our class down to the track. My classmates were visiting from Canada,
Germany, as well as the U.S., many in town for a race weekend.
Everyone was excited to test these cars and compare results.
Once outfitted with your helmet, three drivers at a time conduct
the challenge, although you’re racing against the clock, not each other.
Each vehicle comes with an instructor with whom you have in-helmet
communications. You get a practice lap and a timed lap in each car.
Like in a drag race, you stage at the blue lights and wait for
the signal: red, yellow, green – GO! The 0-60 mph is truly over
in a matter of seconds, followed by a short cruise then the braking
efficiency challenge. The goal here is to stop the car in as short a
distance as possible.
Then, it’s time to pick up some speed and see how many Gs you
pull in the cornering challenge. From there, you blast onto the oval
to see how fast you can go in the allotted distance.
I was amazed at how differently each car handled the individual
aspects of the challenge, but I won’t share those detailed comments
with you so I don’t influence your experience. If you buy the video,
you’ll have a visual and data recap of your challenge results in each car.
My acceleration was under five seconds for two of the cars; I braked
pretty quickly -- generally around 100 feet, and my top speed was 123
mph. One driver in our class hit 130 mph.
This would be a great group activity as you not only test your own
ability in each car, you can compare results with other members of your
group. At least no one loses a pink slip after this challenge!
The American Muscle Car Challenge costs $199.
www.PettyMuscleCar.com
Spring Mountain Motorsports Performance
Driving Schools
Now that you’ve had some fun revving your engine, it’s time to
truly hone your skills by attending a performance driving school
at Spring Mountain Motor Resort and Country Club in Pahrump.
Spring Mountain Motor Resort and Country Club in Pahrump
has a 6.1-mile track, the second longest in the world.

(Continued on page 76)
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Schools housed at the Spring Mountain track include the Ron
Fellows Performance Driving School, Radical Racing School,
Sports Car Club of America, and Cadillac V-Series Academy.

(Continued from page 51)
While you have to be a member to
take full advantage of all the resortstyle amenities, Spring Mountain, set on
313 acres in the Mojave Desert, offers a
variety of driving academies to the public,
as well as private instruction with your
own vehicle. Schools housed at the track
include the Ron Fellows Performance
Driving School with its fleet of Corvettes,
the Radical Racing School, the Sports Car

Club of America (SCCA) licensing school
and the Cadillac V-Series Academy.
One of the best benefits of taking a
course is, not only do you learn skills that
will help you both on and off the track,
you’ll enjoy lots of track time to put into
action everything taught in the classroom.
During a three-day school, students log
as much as 300 miles, although one- and
two-day classes are available.
Lead instructor, Rick Malone, took
me out on the skid pad and led me
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through a series of exercises, from proper
seat adjustment to cornering and vision
maneuvers, followed by a zip on the track
for a few laps -- just a taste of what you get
in a performance driving class.
“Our overall goal is safety, to make you
a better driver on the road, teaching car
control, braking and accident avoidance,
and electronic aids in today’s vehicles,
among many other things,” said Malone.
“All techniques are racing but can be used
on the streets, and stay within the limits
of the law. Our number one testimonial
is how students utilized the braking and
steering training to avoid accidents.”
Classroom training is balanced with
track time, with continued coaching
either by radio or right-seat instruction.
One club member I spoke with believes
everyone should take a performance
driving class. “If you want to race, that’s
fine, but the classes teach you how to
handle a car.”
Once you graduate from an
academy, unless you’re a member of
Club Spring Mountain, you’ll have
limited opportunity to drive the 6.1mile track, the second longest in the
world. However, check their calendar
for manufacturer club weekends, such
as Porsche, Mercedes, Corvette and
others. Event sponsors may allow you
to participate. You’ll drive your own
car (once it’s been checked out by track
specialists), but that will give you more
time to hone your driving skills and
meet others with a similar interest. You
can also rent the raceway for your own
private or company event.
Lots of exciting changes are on
the horizon for Spring Mountain
Motorsports, including the development
of a single-family home community on
club property, more garages to store
vehicles, new condos and a private lake
for the JetPack America academy and
club member paddle boarding. So, while
you’re attending your performance
driving school, be sure to check into club
membership so you can hit the track up to
16 days a month.
Performance
driving
schools
start
at
$1,295.
Membership
includes a $40,000 initiation fee and
$5,000 per year membership dues.
www.springmountainmotorsports.com q

